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Ritual Abuse-Torturers

Ritual abuse-torturers have many roles. Besides being torturers, enslavers,
traffickers, and abusers, they are parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, foster parents, or
guardians on whom the chosen infant, child, or youth victim is dependent. Encompassing
their victimized children in a social environment of like-minded friends who also inflict
harm, as well as provide “professional” services by acting as the victimized infant’s,
child’s, or youth’s doctor, nurse, social worker, teacher, counselor, or psychologist, or
performing “religious” counsel in the role of minister, priest, or nun. And when the
victimized child or youth looks out into their community they might recognize others
who belong to the ritual abuse-torture family/group—Ilawyers, judges, mechanics,
engineers, politicians, fishers, store keepers, military personnel, scientists, or police, for
example. When “outsider” adults fail to notice, or understand their plight, or do not listen
to them when they try to tell, the victimized child or youth perceives no one cares, and
obviously feels and believes they are surrounded—captives, enslaved by and in the ritual
abuse-torture family/group.

Women or men, rich or poor, professionally educated or not, mother or father,
they have in common needs and desires for experiencing the pleasures derived from the
infliction of acts of pedophilic torture that engulf and enslave their victims. This is the
glue that binds them together in their like-mindedness.

Human Enslavement

It is an ancient, yet a contemporary like-mindedness, as the perpetrators of human
trafficking and the many forms of slavery have been around for a very long time. Slavery
systems were the norm, existing before written law.* So maybe it is fair to state that
slavery, like incest?, could not be prohibited within a culture until it was defined and
rules established to prohibit and prevent it, and to punish the enslavers.

Going back to 1222, the Charter of Mandé spoke of the need to eradicate two
evils—hunger and slavery.® A need that remains important today, so the focus of this



paper is the need to eradicate the evil of human slavery as perpetrated by organized ritual
abuse-torture families and groups. A form of slavery that was not identified in 1949,
when the United Nations General Assembly adopted the legal instrument, the Convention
for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of
Others, which was a consolidation of other international agreements dating back to
1904.* 1t too used the word “evil” when describing the trafficking of persons.® Even in
1963, when John F. Kennedy noted that although one hundred years had passed since
President Lincoln had freed persons defined as slaves, the African American people were
still not free from injustice or social and economic oppression.® No attention had yet
being given to persons enslaved by ritual abuse-torture families or like-minded groups;
they remained invisible and unidentified; they were a specific marginalized and
discriminated group who were suffering ongoing oppressive harms.

Today, the meaning of slavery and human trafficking has advanced, expanding to
include the human rights violations which are especially inflicted onto children and
women. Modern day slavery, according to the United Nations Working Group on
Contemporary Slavery, includes children who are sold and bought, children who are
forced into child prostitution, child pornography, and the tourist sex trade. It involves
children exploited into child labor, the genital mutilation of female children, and the use
of children in armed conflicts and debt bondage. It includes the trafficking in persons in
the sale of human organs, the exploitation of women in the human sex trade, and the
exploitation and certain practices under colonial régimes and what was once apartheid.’

However, the meaning of slavery and human trafficking has not advanced
sufficiently to include the terrified, tortured, and horrified children or women who are in
a state of captivity and enslavement—a result of ritual abuse-torture victimization. It is
time their plight be added to the list. Slavery will not be eradicated unless all of its forms
are identified and wrestled into extinction. If ritual abuse-torture enslavers and human
traffickers are permitted to function with impunity, continuing their victimization, they
will continue to create and feed an underground demand, making eradication of slavery
impossible.

Slavery can not be prohibited within a culture until it is defined and laws enacted
to prohibit it. That is the purpose of this paper—to expose the human traffickers, the
enslavers, whom we have come to know as ritual abuse-torturers. To define what it is
they do—to take the uninformed on a journey into the real world of the ritually abused
and tortured captive enslaved infant, child, youth, or woman. To expose the horror of
ritual abuse-torture enslavement, just as the antislavery movement did when it began,
with a meeting in London, on a late afternoon of May 22, 1787; growing into a
movement that had not been seen before, when “... a large number of people became
outraged, and stayed outraged for many years, over someone else’s rights.”® If we are to
learn from this commitment—to be concerned about the violation of another’s rights—
then the lesson is, the global community has to become outraged about all forms of
slavery women, men, and children suffer, including captive enslaved women and children
who are trapped within ritual abuse-torture adult/parent-child relationships. And laws
need to be enacted and upheld to hold perpetrators accountable.



Defining Human Evil

To light the fires of outrage, is it necessary to walk in the shoes of the victimized?
We think so. But the journey needs to be buffered with understanding of how we use the
word “evil”. We began to understand human evil as described by Staub.® He explained
evil as human actions that have as consequences the destruction of human beings, not
only by killing, but by the creation of conditions that materially and psychologically
destroy or diminish people’s dignity, happiness, and capacity to fulfill basic material
needs.

Initially, in 1993, becoming the witnesses and carers to a captive woman
attempting to exit a ritual abuse-torture family/group into which she reported she had
been born, then supporting her to integrate and heal from thirty years of enslavement,
terror, torture, and horror that included human trafficking, required us to expand on
Staub’s description of human evil acts. An expansion that has solidified as more and
more victimized persons have entrusted us to hear the atrocities they endured. Listening
to their victimization and traumatization we suggest the acts of human evil inflicted by
ritual abuse-torturers can be identified as:

1. Terrorization to keep the victimized captive and enslaved.

2. Abuse of all forms with a focus on pedophilic violence.

3. Animal-human brutality including bestiality.

4. Physical, sexualized, and mind-spirit torture involving rampageous pedophilia
that can begin with infants and involves acts of torture such as electric shocking,
near-drowning by holding the child’s head underwater, as well as teaching a
toddler to dissociate by forcing them to practice Self-cutting.

5. Necrophilism and necrophilistic-like acts, such as over-drugging a child then
raping their dead-like body.

6. Violent organized family/group gatherings coded as “rituals and ceremonies”
which facilitates the torture and gang raping of a child, reinforces the groupthink
about the superiority of ritual abuse-torture families/groups, helps to solidify
group bonding, and justifies the violent adult-child relationships.

7. Horrification that renders a child speechless when they are exposed to the killing
of an animal and its blood smeared on them, or when they are urinated or
defecated on, and these human bodily waste smeared over them during rituals and
ceremonies, and

8. Exploitation including human trafficking and other criminal activities such as
making pedophilic and adult pornography, “snuff” films, and drug trafficking.
To date, our experience suggests the perpetrators of ritual abuse-torture do what

they do with intentionally. They know what they do is criminally wrong. Their repetitive
message to the captive enslaved children and women they choose to victimize is: “Don’t
ever tell or we will kill you, but if you do tell no one will ever believe you anyway.” This
command is solidified—made real—by example. Carrie (not her real name) described the
following horrific act of intimidation: ™

One personally chilling and threatening experience was the day

my father took me with my pet kitten Brownie for a walk to the lake in the

woods. My father forced me to hold Brownie under the water ... he forced

me to drown Brownie ... | screamed and screamed but my father told me |



was never to tell my mother what was going on or he’d kill me like 1’d
killed Brownie.

Other perpetrators may decide to combine the command “Don’t tell” with the
infliction of torture pain via electric shocking. This combination of torture pain and don’t
tell creates a conditioned-programmed response, meaning that the torture pain
“automatically” comes screeching into the victimized person’s body, overtaking them.
Like a tidal wave, drowning them in a state of conditioned-programmed terror and torture
pain whenever they try to speak, write, or draw about their ritual abuse-torture
horrification ordeals. Blanking out their thoughts—Ieaving them incapacitated when they
try to tell on the ritual abuse-torture families or like-minded groups. The use of such
silencing tactics enslaves the victimized, holding them captive in darkened silence,
securing protection for the mothers, fathers, and like-minded inter-generational relatives,
friends, neighbors, guardians, and all who want to guarantee their presence is not to be
discovered.

These acts by human evil perpetrators of ritual abuse-torture pervasively and
destructively inflict cause crippling humiliation of the victimized person. The
perpetrators attempt to destroy all aspects of the victimized person’s sense of humanness
and wholeness—their sense of knowing them-Selves to be a human person. Ritual abuse-
torturers attempt to destroy their victim’s personality, Self-worth, Self-confidence, and
free will; their spirituality and sexuality; their ability to experience hope, joy, beauty;
their ability to smile, to laugh, to know success, to think freely, and to function socially.
They attempt to destroy the victimized person’s ability to feel emotionally and the right
to be and feel safe and secure. Perpetrators alter, distort, and severely compromise all
aspects of the victimized person’s relationship they have with them-Self, to the point the
victimized person is a danger to her/him-Self.**

The Legacy

It is generally accepted that relational violence is a learned behavior. Children
who are brought up in family violence are at risk of also using violence within their
relationships. For children of ritual abuse-torture families/groups abuse, terror, torture,
horror, enslavement, and trafficking are made normal. Based on the knowledge persons
who have survived ritual abuse-torture have shared with us, the realty that presents itself
is, perpetrators intentionally educate girl children—condition them—terrorize them—into
believing they are special—“the chosen one”. They are then
made the central attraction of a repetitive pattern of
torturous pedophilic family/group raping. We are also told
that boy children are often taught to be the man—the sexual
aggressor—forced—shown how to rape other children for
example. Children, thus conditioned-programmed, and
groomed, may go on to perpetuate the violent cycle of ritual
abuse-torture or other pedophilic crimes—some knowingly,
others unknowingly. An example of knowingly becoming a
danger to others is explained by the teller of the following
story and drawing entitled, The Shadow Man.




Born in Canada’s mid-west and raised in a ritual abuse-torture pedophilic
family as a child sex slave ... used in the production of child
pornography... forced in front of the cameras in a parked moving van that
had been temporarily re-fitted as a ““film”” location until adolescent
growth and development ... [made me] no longer useful for pedophilic
exploitation ... [I was] discarded ... [then 1] worked on the streets.

This drawing is one of many ... [1] wanted circulated to inform
people that pedophiles, such as ... [me], are “created”. Arrested,
imprisoned, and since discharged from a psychiatric institution ...[I]...
[have] moved or been forced to move between towns, cities, and
provinces.

Ritual abuse-torture harm inflicted onto the next generation of children also
appears to occur unknowingly. We have been repeatedly informed by women that their
conditioned-programmed and groomed dissociation prevented them from comprehending
they were placing their children in harms way when they continued to have connections
with their ritual abuse-torture family/group. Others tell us they were grandmothers before
their dissociative barriers broke down and they realized ritual abuse-torture harm had
been inflicted, not only onto their children, but on their grandchildren.

For others, the dissociative barriers dissolved when they experienced a crisis, an
accident, or an illness—a crisis with their teenager, a car accident, or a brain tumor, for
example. We have also been informed by three fathers that they did not realize their
partners had childhood histories of ritual abuse-torture, that their partners were
dissociative, that their partners had remained captive enslaved adult victims, and had
unknowingly placed their children in harms way. Women have also reported learning
their partners were perpetrators of ritual abuse-torture and they struggled to escape with
their children.

Several women, who participated in our research project in 1998, spoke of their
awareness about the risk to their children. One woman revealed she had left her first
infant with a family member once, her second never. She became hyper-vigilant as she
realized she, as a toddler, had been finger raped by her grandfather. He persisted in his
attempts to sexually assault her even when he was on his death bed. Another woman,
who recognized she was placing her infant and toddler in harms way, although she did
not yet comprehend she had endured ritual abuse-torture victimization, responded to
protect her children. Hope’s (not her real name) situation, as she explained it to us, was:

When my children were born | went to my mother for parenting

advice because she was my mother ... and | had no other support system

to talk to ... to trust ... to explain how incapable | was feeling as a parent

... itwasn’t until my mother told me to beat my children when they didn’t

potty train that | began to think beating them wasn’t right ... so | resisted

... I didn’t follow her advice ... I pulled away ... and began to try to

protect my children even though I didn’t have my memories ... | think my

children might have been harmed when they were infants or toddlers

because | was still taking them to my family ... this was before | started to

remember that my mother and her side of the family had ritually abused

and tortured me ... "3



A “First” World Infestation?

Ritual abuse-torture is a savagery, which our present knowledge suggests, hides
its existence in the under bellies of abuses of power of “westernized” countries. A
perspective that hit us when we walked into the office of Sister Dianna Ortiz, her-Self a
victim of torture in Guatemala,* and whose efforts as Executive Director, are now
focused on the work of the Torture Abolition and Survivors Support Coalition
International (TASSC), in Washington, DC. The only organization founded by and for
survivors of torture.> On her wall was the very same global map that hangs in Linda’s
office. On both maps were the imprints of persons who had experienced torture—
imprints marked by carefully placed tiny red dots. On the map in Sister Ortiz’s office, the
red dots represented persons who had been tortured by “state actors”**—persons who
serve regimes that sanction torture, or persons who, in their “official” capacities as
representatives of a country, such as the police or the military, for example, inflict acts of
torture.

On our map the red dots represent persons who have reported ritual abuse-torture
by “non-state actors”—ypersons, groups, or organizations who act outside the state, its
system, and its official representatives—such as parents or guardians. Some victimized
persons also recorded ritual abuse-torturers held positions of power as employees of the
state. They used their positions to traffic their children or other children for financial or
in-kind gain, thus satisfying the “off-street” demand for pedophilic victims.

The shocking reality that presented itself was most of the red dots on our map
were on “westernized” countries: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, England,
France, Germany, Holland, Hungary, Italy, New Zealand, Scotland, United States, and
Wales, in opposition to the red dots on the map on Sister Ortiz’s wall. It was as if the
world had been divided in two, giving evidence to the existence of both state and non-
state inflicted torture. This left us to ponder: “Is ritual abuse-torture a form of torture that
has thrived in westernized nations or has it yet to be disclosed in these other nations?”

However, given today’s ease of travel, ritual abuse-torturers can transport ritual
abuse-torture “off-shore”. This is happening as we are hearing of ritual abuse-torturers
who have moved off-shore to obtain work in countries with lax child protection laws. It
would be naive not to suggest they are exporting pedophilic ritual abuse-torture to these
countries.

Because ritual abuse-torturers have conditioned, programmed, and groomed the
infant, toddler, child, youth, or captive woman to withstand heinous acts of torture, we
have reason to suggest children become “marketable commodities” to “outsider”
perpetrators who demand victims onto whom they can “safely” inflict sadistic, physical,
sexualized, and necrophilic-like tortures that horrify. This suggestion comes from
listening to the expression of one woman who stated, “I had to learn to withstand and
pass the [torture] tests so | could be strong.” And like other women and girls who
become victims of human traffickers, the captive enslaved women and children of ritual
abuse-torture families/groups report being trafficked and transported along the global
trafficking routes transnationally—back and forth from North America to the United
Kingdom, to Western and Eastern Europe, Mexico, and the Bahamas, for example. They
report being transported by car, truck, train, bus, boat, airplane, recreational vehicle, and
transport trucks.



In this age of global travel the gap of not naming and explaining ritual abuse-

torture needs to be remedied.

Naming and Explaining Ritual Abuse-Torture

Although we are drawing special attention to the plight of infants, toddlers,

children, and youth who are the chosen victims of the perpetrators of ritual abuse-torture,
it must be recognized that captive women, who are attempting to exit or who have exited,
report on-going victimization by members of these families/groups. Their reported
incidents of victimization include:

1. Stalking which commonly involves being repeatedly followed, receiving

threatening voice messages, being repeatedly contacted, and having good reason
to fear for one’s safety or the safety of others. Women are the most common
victims and the stalker is generally known to her—a family member, partner, or
other acquaintances.'” This generalized description fits the experiences of the
women, whom we have spoken with, who are exiting or who have exited ritual
abuse-torture families/groups. They report being repeatedly followed, being
driven off the road, receiving threatening voice messages, being bombarded with
hang-up calls during the night, of finding intimidating “traitor” notes left on their
car window, or having their e-mail services accessed, for example. The safety of
others who help them may also be threatened.

Sexual harassment is an abuse of power and, in general, tends to be persistent
and repetitive, and includes coercion and unsolicited and unwanted remarks®®
which ritual abuse-torturers can easily deliver by whispering derogatory words as
they pass the exiting or exited woman in a store isle, for instance. Sexual
harassment can also include non-verbal messages delivered via threatening
gestures.

Violence in the workplace can also become a severe risk for the woman who is
exiting or has exited a ritual abuse-torture family/group. Sexual harassments
become easier to inflict if a co-worker is a member of the ritual abuse-torture
family/group. As are stalking and sexual assaults committed in the workplace. It
ought to be of no surprise that ritual abuse-torturers resort to the tactic of
workplace violence; six years ago the prevalence of work place violence was
reported to be 18,000 assaults weekly in the United States. And in Canada, ten
percent of women reported they had experienced a workplace “sexual incident,”
ranging from physical assaults to non-physical sexual harassment.*® Events that
have been reported to us include a family member sitting outside a woman’s
workplace stalking her, waiting for an opportunity to threaten or sexually assault
her; a woman working alone late at night reported being sexually assaulted, the
assault video taped, then she was threatened—blackmailed—when the
perpetrators stated the videos would be delivered to various people in her
community where she worked as a professional woman. Believing them, her state
of captivity—a state of believing she could never be free—was reinforced,
placing her at risk of enduring further victimization or committing suicide.
Other forms of victimization reported include demands for money in an attempt
to push women into a state of poverty and vulnerability, physical and sexualized



assaults in other places, and home intrusions with messages left to signal there is

no safe place.

Canada, to our knowledge, is the only country that has a national report on violence
against women that acknowledges ritual abuse and torture as an under-recognized form of
violence reported to occur in every region of the nation. This finding, included in a
national task force report, Changing the Landscape: Ending Violence ~ Achieving
Equality, outlined the abuse, terror, torture, horror, enslavement, and human trafficking
inflicted by multi-generational families/groups. Women gave testimonies that described
their victimization, which began in their childhood, and how at-risk they felt, and were,
as adult women. Concluding the task force discussion on ritual abuse-torture, a term we
have coined to acknowledge the fact so many persons who have been victimized told us
they were more than abused, they told us they endured torture, were the following
statements:

1. There was no specific recognition of the crimes associated with ritual abuse-

torture in the Canadian Criminal Code,

2. Law enforcement officers, lawyers, and others have very limited

understanding of the crime,

3. The safety of women and children from the perpetrators of ritual abuse-torture

is dangerously limited,

4. Persons who have survived do not enjoy equal benefit and protection of the

law,

5. Persons who have survived reported not only difficulties in obtaining effective

help but that they had endured many painful and unhelpful therapies, and

6. Effective helpers, who provided support to persons who survived ritual abuse-

torture, were faced with discreditation, denial, and disbelief from their own
profession, isolation, and burnout which often forced them to close their
practices.”

It is the voices of these women who spoke that exposed the heinous details of
ritual abuse-torture to the Canadian task force and to the Canadian public. Their courage
is comparable to the courage of Olaudah Egiano, a slave, who, after buying his freedom
with money he earned, a price equivalent to $6000.00%*, wrote and sold his book in
which he described the graphic details of what it was like to be a slave. Tens of thousands
heard his message as he spoke out for others held in slavery. British abolitionists shocked
by the evils of slavery, made slavery a political issue with more than 300,000 Britons
refusing to eat slave-grown sugar.? Petitions flooded the British House of Commons and
in 1792 the first law was passed banning the slave trade.?® Cutting the demand for sugar,
the boycott brought the enslavers to their knees. In comparison, the disturbing reality is
ritual abuse-torturers, as enslavers, have been able to “feed” their pedophilic demands
under the cover of parenthood or guardianship, successfully dwelling, thriving, and
belonging to a family or group. To boycott the demand for enslaved human victims
means we need to see the details of the life of a ritual abuse-torture victim just as the
British had to see the life of the slave.

Campbell, in her book, Relational Remembering, described oppressive harms as
harms suffered by persons who are members of an oppressed or marginalized group.?*
When John F. Kennedy made his speech in 1963, he was speaking of African Americans
as still being an oppressed and marginalized group. When we share the reported findings



of the Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women, when we speak for the many who
have contacted us, we are also speaking of an oppressed and marginalized group—
persons who identify them-Selves as ritual abuse-torture survivors—persons whose
human rights violations and torture have neither been recognized, identified, nor
named—persons who never had or still do not have their oppression and victimization
identified and recognized internationally.

Campbell goes on to state that understanding whether persons have suffered
oppressive harms and how requires listening to their stories of their past. Their
experiential memories become somewhat representative of what has been or might be
endured by the oppressed group. Furthermore, many persons within an oppressed or
marginalized group want to gain understanding and meaning about their past and have
the injustices they have suffered acknowledged. These expressions of personal and
representative memories form the basis of the collective memory of the oppressed group.

Following is the personal experiential memories of “Nobody” which is
representative of the stories persons who have suffered ritual abuse-torture victimization
have shared with us. Their experiential stories—personal and representative—contribute
to the collective memory of persons within the oppressed and marginalized group whom
society has not embraced.

Testimonial by Nobody

I lived in an unofficial day care in a Canadian city run by two women
from the age of two until I was seven years old. Every week | lived in this house of
little girls and spent the weekends with my mother. Every Sunday | begged my
mother to let me come home and live with her. | wet my bed. | had frequent
nightmares. | was told | was a difficult, oversensitive child.

There were things going on that | couldn't voice out loud. Every Sunday
night we girls were awakened from our beds and driven to an isolated farm in the
middle of the night. It was owned by a relative of one of the women. They stripped
us naked, took photographs, held orgies and indulged in strange rituals. At three
years old my hymen was severed with a knife. At six years old | was raped in an
elaborate "pretend” marriage complete with wedding dress. These ritual games
grew more and more violent. When | complained or resisted | was tortured. Over
the years, | was tied up and left in a fruit cellar; locked in a butcher’s freezer;
thrown inside an open grave and left for hours in a cold and dark cemetery. | was
frequently tied to a table in a farming shed and tortured with cattle prods,
burning candles and electric shock. To break my spirit and destroy my memory,
the two men who were the leaders of this intergenerational cult would sit at both
sides of my head and whisper hypnotically in my ears, that | was white trash, the
daughter of a whore, my parents didn't want me, even my own mother had sent me
away and | was lucky they had taken me in. They told me that | belonged to them
to do with me as they wished. Over and over they repeated: you are nothing, you
are nobody.

They would torture me like this until 1 went temporarily blind, blanked out
or went mad. At the end of such degradation, | was often masked and forced to
harm animals or some of the other little girls and then I was told I was evil and
deserved my torment.

10



All of this was photographed. They traded us like playing cards among
their pedophilic buddies for photographs and sex. When they bored of us, they
trolled the streets randomly picking up hoboes and drug addicts, street kids or
teenage runaways whom no one would miss. They began making snuff films. |
counted eleven murders in total, although | believe some of these were faked. At
the end of the night we were always either tortured until we forgot, or drugged,
sometimes with needles, sometimes with cookies and spiked milk. In the mornings,
when | complained that strange things were happening at night, | was told | was
dreaming. When | threatened to tell they told me they would murder my mother,
my only parent, my only hope of escape and a normal life. So | buried the memory
of their abuses deep inside until I could get away. For years | was haunted by a
recurring nightmare where | awakened to discover my mother's bloody body
beside me in bed. (December 2005)

Personal experiential stories defining ritual abuse-torture victimization carry
unique features. For example, “Nobody” states her victimization happened in a child care
home over five years; others report they were born into ritual abuse-torture
families/groups and believe their victimization started at birth and that they did not
escape until they were adults. Another is of the opinion she was a toddler before her
victimization started, then stopped at about age 13. Still another believes his victimization
began when he was a preschooler. Victimized persons tell us they are harassed and
stalked for a long time, others say they were “let go”, and still others experience
intermittent periods of stalking and harassment.

Unique differences do not alter the reality that, as we have listened to many
individual experiential stories, it has become evident all contained the thematic violent
issues we listed previously: terrorization, abuses and torture of all forms, animal-human
brutality, necrophilia, violent organized family/group gatherings coded as “rituals and
ceremonies”, horrification, and exploitation and human trafficking. These reoccurring
violent themes have become representative of the atrocities persons victimized by ritual
abuse-torture families/group have endured. And as the number of representative stories
mount, the telling of these experiential memories are forming a collective expression of
suffering and of the oppressive harms they have endured as a group, being discriminated
against, marginalized, and oppressed as so painfully expressed by “Nobody”:

For years, | struggled with the blackest suicidal depressions, | felt

worthless, unloved, and dispensable. “I am nobody.”... Inside I still carry

around Nobody. Nobody does not exist in the eyes of the world. Nobody

receives no compassion, no compensation, no validation for her pain. ...

Nobody remains locked in a shed, isolated, treated with scorn by the

societal denial around ritual abuse-torture that prevails. Nobody has been

silenced. ... now it is the world that needs to change, to make it safe for all

the other children out there who have been ritually abused and tortured in

such a real and horrific manner.
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Solutions: Changing the World

Extinguishing the collective oppressive harms require the international

community, at the United Nations level, to have:

1.
2.

3.
4.

Ritual abuse-torture recognized as a human rights violation.

Ritual abuse-torture recognized as an emerging form of torture committed by non-
state actors and sometimes by state actors who abuse their positional power
granted to them as state employees.

Ritual abuse-torture named and explained as a transnational organized crime that
involves human trafficking committed by families and like-minded
individuals/groups.

The Committee on Torture to open and expand its vision and wisdom to recognize
both state and non-state torture as crimes of human evil, that neither can be
ignored, both must be eliminated.

The Committee on Torture to open and expand its vision and wisdom to recognize
torture committed by non-state actors as a crime of human evil so persons thus
victimized will have a humanitarian forum open to them that is beyond the
present day silencing of their home nations.

Ritual abuse-torture identified in its reports to address the gaps that presently
permit ritual abuse-torturers to function with impunity for the crimes they are
responsible for committing including all forms of pedophilic and adult abuse,
torture, human trafficking and transportation, sexualized exploitation, and modern
day slavery which contribute to the development of a conditioned state of
captivity and enslavement.

At national and community levels there must be:

Safety by enacting laws that identify ritual abuse-torture so victimized persons
have equal access to and protection under the law and so ritual abuse-torturers are
held accountable.

A working definition, as a place to start. We offer this one: Ritual abuse-torture is
defined as a crime of intent, of organized inter-generational families or liked-
minded groups who commit dehumanizing acts of torture that cause severe pain
and suffering, and disintegration to the integrity of the personality of the
victimized person for the following purposes:

a. Maintaining totalitarian power and control over the victimized person—
from infancy and into adulthood—using threats and intimidation, torture
and organized family/group violence (ritualisms);

b. Exploiting, transporting and trafficking in persons for the pleasure and
entertainment of the family/group;

c. Exploiting, transporting and trafficking in persons for the pleasure and
entertainment of outside users; and

d. Obtaining, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit.*®

Education at all levels of society.
Interventions that embrace rather than oppress.
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International, national, and community interventions will increase the possibilities for
victimized persons to become increasingly Self-empowered because their plight will have
become recognized versus oppressed.

Oppressive harms cause social traumatization. In the workplace, for example,
persons generally follow the status quo by remaining silent about wrong doing for fear of
being ridiculed, embarrassed, of being attacked, and of not being believed. And they fear
reprisal and ostracization from workplace peers.?® There is no reason to think that
persons victimized by ritual abuse-torture would respond any differently, except these
common responses have the potency of feeding victimization and traumatization feelings
of guilt, shame, blame, worthlessness, aloneness, Self-disgust, disregard, objectification,
and dispensability—all “nobody” feelings.

Being free from marginalization and oppression means, above all else, knowing
one can tell the truth about ritual abuse-torture victimization, thus, being free to increase
their personal safety in their home, community, and workplace by:

1. Utilizing suggested interventions and policies to deal with stalking, sexual

harassment, and violence.

2. Knowing one has a right to be heard and helped.

3. Knowing one can let others know what is happening, for example, by informing
their union, employer, and trusted neighbors, etc.

Knowing the police have to listen and respond.

Knowing the community is open to hearing and responding to their risks

Keeping a record of everything—written and recorded, of objects used to threaten

and intimidate and photographs of injuries—is important.

7. Identifying upfront that working alone can be a risk so that the workplace can

respond effectively.?’

Being free to ask others to write down what they witnessed.

9. Being free to tell the truth so they can file grievances with Human Rights
Commissions if this service is available.

SR

oo

What each of us can do:

Educate our-Self.

Listen and believe.

Never turn a deaf ear, even to seemingly trivial calls for help.

Talk it up.

Discuss interventions and support.

Contribute to safe work environments.

Contribute to healthy workplace relationships.

Develop work safety plans to respond to employee’s risks.

Raise awareness about all forms of relational violence and make educational
resources available—promote a “violence is never okay or justifiable” message.

CoNoUA~AWNE

Caring for Children
Ritual abuse-torture needs to be recognized as a most destructive breach of trust

to the growth, development, and safety of the girl and boy child, because, the ritual
abuse-torturers are the very persons, families, or adult groups on whom the child is
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dependent within the guardian/parent-child relationship. The special vulnerabilities of
children requires they be protected, not only from all the human acts of violence
embedded in the ritual abuse-torture committed against them, but from the centuries of
oppression and devaluation embedded in the invisible “ism” of misopais—the
devaluation and destruction—the invisible attitude of hatred of children—so it can be
eventually eliminated; comparable to the global work that is directed at the elimination of
the misogyny and oppression of women. Misopais is a word we coined as we struggled
to understand what the irreducible fundamental relational element was that explained the
violence that is inflicted on the most vulnerable of our species. It comes from the Greek,
“mis” meaning hatred and “pais” meaning children.

Creating environments of empowerment within communities, workplaces, and
schools supports the oppressed and victimized person and group to become more able to
heal, be productive, fulfilled, safe, and feel accepted, have peace, and dignity. And, this
exposes the ritual abuse-torturers, making their crimes visible so they are held criminally
responsible. Their ability to function with impunity is lost. Children will be freed from
captivity, enslavement, human trafficking, exploitation, terror, torture, and the horror of
ritual abuse-torture. And the world will have transformed!

Endnotes

! Hochschild, A. (2005). Bury the chains Prophets and rebels in the fight to free an Empire’s slaves (p. 2).
Boston: Houghton Mittlin.

2 White, L. (1975). The concept of cultural systems A key to understanding tribes and nations (pp. 28-29).
NY': Columbia University Press.

¥ Michel, A. (2003). La Charte du Mandé et autres traditions du Mali. [Online]. Available:
http://www.afrik.com/article5949.html.

* Working Group on Contemporary Slavery. (1991, June). Slavery: the modern reality. [Online]. Available:
http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/fs14.htm. Geneva: United Nations.

> United Nations. (1949). Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in persons and of the Exploitation
of the Prostitution of Others, Approved by the General Assembly resolution 317(1V) of 2 December 1949,
entry into force 25 July 1951, in accordance with article 24 status of ratifications, reservations and
declarations. [Online]. Available: http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/fs14.htm. Geneva:
United Nations.

® Kennedy, J. F. (1963, June 11). Radio and television report to the American people on civil rights. The
White House. [Online]. Available: http://www.jfklibrary.org/j061163.htm

" Working group on Contemporary Slavery. (1991, June). Slavery: the modern reality. [Online]. Available:
http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/fs14.htm. Geneva: United Nations.

® Hochschild, A. (2005). Bury the chains Prophets and rebels in the fight to free an Empire’s slaves (p. 5).
Boston: Houghton Mittlin.

® Staub, E. (1989). The roots of evil The origins of genocide and other group violence (p. 25). NY: Press
Syndicate of the University of Cambridge.

19 Carrie took part in a participatory research project we conducted in 1998, that involved listening to six
women’s stories who reported being born into a ritual abuse-torture family and like-minded group.

1 sarson, J, & MacDonald, L. (2005). Ritual abuse-torture and ritual drama: A Canadian perspective.
Manuscript submitted for publication.

12 This drawing and story was donated by Lynne Sharman, February 13, 2004.

14


http://www.afrik.com/article5949.html
http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/fs14.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/fs14.htm
http://www.jfklibrary.org/j061163.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/fs14.htm

¥ Hope was another woman who participated in our “kitchen table” research project in 1998.

4 Ortiz, D. & Davis, P. (2002). The blindfold’s eyes My journey from torture to truth. NY: Orbis.

5 TASSC International. (no date). Torture abolition and survivors support coalition international (TASSC).
[Online]. Available: http://www.tassc.org.

16 Amnesty International. (2000, June). Respect, protect, fulfil women’s human rights State responsibility
for abuses by ‘non-state actors’ (pp. 6-10). London, UK: Author.

17 Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics. (2004). Family violence in Canada: A statistical profile 2004 (pp.
9-10). Ottawa, Ontario, Canada: Statistics Canada.

18 Aggarwal, A. J. (1992). Sexual harassment A guide for understanding and prevention. Toronto:
Butterworths; Province of Nova Scotia. (1993, October). Preventing sexual harassment Facilitator’s guide.
Author: Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.

9 Edwards, C. A. (1999, January/February). The legal complexities of workplace violence (Part 1).
Canadian Occupational Safety, 37 (1).

0 The Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women. (1993). Changing the landscape: Ending violence ~
Achieving equality (ISBN # 0-660-15144-8, pp. 45-47). Ottawa, Canada: Minister of Supply and Services.
2! Hochschild, A. (2005). Bury the chains Prophets and rebels in the fight to free an Empire’s slaves (p.
38). Boston: Houghton Mittlin.

%2 Ibid. (p. 4).

2 Ibid. (p. 7).

24 Campbell, S. (2003). Relational remembering (p. 180). NY: Rowman & Littlefield.

% Sarson, J. & MacDonald, L. (2005). Ritual Abuse/Torture Identifying a crime of horror (pp. 32-33).
{Online}. Available: http://www.gazette.rcmp.gc.ca/article-en.html?category id=1&article_id=105
Ottawa, Canada: Public Affairs and Communication Services Directorate of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police.

% \Women’s Directorate. (1992, March). Sexual harassment—Let’s make it a thing of the past. Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada: Author.

%" Nova Scotia Nurses’ Union. (1995, March). Violence in the workplace A guide for NSNU Members.
Halifax, NS, Canada: Author.

15


http://www.tassc.org/
http://www.gazette.rcmp.gc.ca/article-en.html?category_id=1&article_id=105

